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The Railway Protection Force (RPF) is an ‘Armed Force of the Union’ 
constituted under the RPF Act, 1957 for better protection and security of 
railway property, passenger areas and passengers and matters connected 
therewith. The Force is empowered under the ‘Railways Act, 1989’ to deal 
with offences related to alarm chain pulling, roof traveling, touting, ticketless 
travel, unauthorized entry into coaches earmarked for ladies, unauthorized 
vending, trespass etc. and under the ‘Railway Property (Unlawful Possession) 
Act 1966’ to deal with offences related to theft, dishonest misappropriation 
and unlawful possession of railway property. 

The administrative set-up of the Railway Protection Force is as per 
the administrative set-up of the Indian Railways. Twelve (12) battalions of 
“Railway Protection Special Force” (RPSF), located in different parts of the 
country, also function under the Force for further strengthening of railway 
security. Separate specialized intelligence units in the name of Special 
Intelligence Branch (SIB) and Crime Intelligence Branch (CIB) also function 
from Divisional as well as Zonal Railways’ level for collection of special and 
criminal intelligence. Besides above, Stores, Dog Squad and Band are other 
constituent units of the Force at the level of Divisions and Zonal Railways. 
Sanctioned strength of the RPF is 75,704.

State Police have a separate wing in the name of Government 
Railway Police (GRP) for the registration of crimes, their investigation and 
maintenance of peace & order within railway premises as well as running 
trains. Sanctioned strength of GRP is about 38,000 over Indian Railways. 
50% of the cost on GRPs is shared by the Railways with respective States. 
Besides GRP, concerned District Police is responsible for protection and 
security of railway tracks, bridges and tunnels.

Measures initiated by the RPF for security of passengers and 
passenger area:

 y Escorting of about 2000 important Mail/Express trains daily in addition 
to escorting of 2200 important Mail/Express trains by the GRP personnel.

 y Escorting of ladies compartments of suburban trains during night hours 
in coordination with GRP staff.

 y Access control at important railway stations. 

Security
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 y Keeping vigil at station platforms, yards and circulating areas against anti 
social elements and surveillance through CCTV cameras from control 
rooms. 

 y Prosecution of offenders for unauthorized vending/hawking, entry into 
ladies and reserved compartments, touting of tickets, trespassing, roof 
traveling, unauthorized alarm chain pulling etc. under relevant provisions 
of the Railways Act. 

Performance of RPF on compliance of the provisions under various 
sections of the Railways Act 1989 and the Railway Property (Unlawful 
Possession) Act 1966 during the year 2014-15 vis-à-vis 2013-14, is as 
follows:

Cases registered under the Railways Act 1989

Year No. of persons 
prosecuted

( in lakh)

No. of persons 
convicted 
( in lakh)

Amount of fine 
realized  

( ` in crore)

2013-14 20.26 19.68 53.09

2014-15 17.90 17.25 50.75

Cases registered under the RP(UP) Act 1966

Year No. of cases 
detected 

Value of property 
recovered( ` in crore)

No. of persons 
arrested

2013-14 5,496 3.81 6,550

2014-15 4,795 2.88 5,434

Performance of RPF in detection of IPC offences during the year  
2014 -15 (upto June 2015) is as under

Nature of offence No. of cases 
detected 

Arrest made 

Drugging 102 121
Luggage lifting 533 457
Carrying of illegal arms 29 43
Chain snatching 141 133
Pick-pocketing 294 374
Trafficking of contraband goods 543 317
Cases of offences against women 97 112
Other criminal offences 427 616
Minor girls and boys rescued 7,063
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Special measures for women security: 

At present, there are about 2400 lady personnel in RPF (including 1,000 
newly recruited lady constables). Further, recruitment of another 2,030 Lady 
Constables is under process. 

All the ladies special trains running in metropolitan cities are being 
escorted by lady RPF constables.

Ladies compartments in local trains are being escorted by RPF and GRP 
during peak/non-peak hours. Staff deployment is made during late night and 
early morning local trains to ensure proper security to the lady passengers.

Public awareness programmes with regard to security of women 
passengers.

Special squad including lady RPF Sub Inspectors and Constables has 
been formed at Divisional level for providing assistance to women passengers. 

To improve representation of women in the Force, 10% of all posts advertized 
in the rank of constable & SI are earmarked to be filled up by women.

Training: 

At present 13 Training Centers and one Central Training Institute (CTI) 
are catering to the training needs of RPF personnel. Specialized training/
courses are also conducted for RPF Officers and staff at training institutes 
of other CPOs, CBI etc. RPF personnel are also undergoing training as 
per the training schedule chalked out by Bureau of Police Research and 
Development (BPR&D) for Police/ Central Armed Police Force. 

RPF at overseas:

Railway Protection Force forms part of Security Division of International 
Union of Railways (UIC), Paris, France, as representative of Indian Railways 
for coordination with security agencies engaged in railway security in the 
member countries. Currently DG/RPF is holding the charge of Chairman of 
the UIC Security Platform. 

RPF personnel are also working overseas under the aegis of UN Peace 
Keeping Missions in countries like Kosovo, Sudan, Cyprus etc. They are 
also rendering invaluable services at Indian Missions abroad under the 
Ministry of External Affairs in China, Russia, Bangladesh, Kenya among 
other countries. 
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Meritorious Service:

During the year 2014-15, 62 RPF/RPSF personnel have been awarded with 
Police Medals for distinguished and meritorious services by the President of India.

Initiatives for Improved Security Environment over Indian 
Railways 

A 24x7 security helpline has been made functional through Security 
Control Rooms of RPF to provide round the clock security related assistance 
to passengers. This Helpline is functioning through a toll free three digit no. 
182 allotted by the Ministry of Telecommunication An All India Security 
Helpline ‘1800-111-322’ has also been made operational at Railway Board 
to enable passengers to seek security related assistance round the clock. 

‘RPF Security Management System’ (RSMS) has been successfully 
implemented at 187 locations over Western and Central Railways and 
Security Control Rooms of RPF under pilot project. Roll-out phase has been 
sanctioned under Works Programme 2014-15. 

An Integrated Security System (ISS) is being implemented at an 
approved cost of ` 353 crore over 202 sensitive stations of the country. 
CCTV surveillance cameras have already been installed at 90 stations under 
ISS. Besides above, 113 baggage scanners, 206 Doorframe Metal Detector 
(DFMDS), 997 Hand Held Metal Detector (HHMD) & 40 Bomb Detection 
(BD) items have so far been installed under ISS. 

16,388 recruits were sent for initial training at training centers of RPF, 
Central Armed Police Forces (CAPF) and State Police. These recruits who 
were found medically fit and after completion of initial as well as practical 
training, have been inducted into field units by respective Zonal Railways as 
well as RPSF. 

CUG facility has been extended to RPF escort parties with sanction of 
4000 CUG SIMs.

Thus, RPF is toiling 24x7 to secure the Indian Railways in every possible 
manner so as to ensure smooth movement of freight and passenger traffic. 
The efforts of the Force are well coordinated with the sister departments of 
railways and the civil administration which lead to realization of the essence 
of its motto “Yasho Labhasva”. 


