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TOURISM  

LUxURY  TOURIST TRAINS

 Ministry of Railways has taken several important initiatives to promote 
tourism. These include introduction of new tourist train services on popular 
tourist circuits in different regions of the country to offer fully packaged 
rail travel itinerary inclusive of travel, accommodation, on board catering 
and conducted sightseeing tours at the destinations. IRCTC tourism portal 
www.railtourismindia.com  provides one- stop solutions to passengers’ 
travel and tourism requirements including tour packages, special trains, 
Bharat Darshan, Cab Rentals, Hotel Bookings etc.

 “Palace on Wheels”, “Deccan Odyssey”, “Golden Chariot”, “Royal 
Rajasthan on Wheels” and “Maharajas’ Express” have been operating in 
collaboration with the respective State Tourism Development Corporation 
/ Indian Railway Tourism & Catering Corporation (IRCTC).

PALACE ON WHEELS
 This train was introduced in 1982. After gauge conversion, a new 
BG rake was introduced from 1996. This luxury tourist train is fully 

Interior view of palace on wheels
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vestibuled,	 centrally	 air-conditioned	 and	 completely	 self-sufficient	
and comprises 14 saloons, 2 dining cars, a Spa car and a lounge car, 
comprising of 22 coaches.

Saloons

 The saloons are named after the former Rajput States and evoke 
visions of the royal kingdoms. Each saloon has 4 coupes, done in 
colours characteristic of that State and highlighted by the emblem 
of the erstwhile States. Of the four coupes, two each feature double 
beds, the other two twin beds. A third bed for an additional person or 
accompanying child, is in the form of the fold-away bed on a higher 
tier. Each compartment has an attached bath with running hot/cold 
water and showers, built-in wardrobes, overhead and night lamps, piped 
music, reading light and wall-to-wall carpeting, etc. At the end of each 
coach is a separate lounge where passengers can relax when they wish 
to move out of their bedrooms.

Dining Cars

 The Maharaja and Maharani Restaurants offer seating arranged in 
groups of two and four near the window. Chefs in the attached pantry, 
prepare gourmet continental and Indian specialties with emphasis on 
the cuisine of Rajasthan.

Itinerary

 The train operates between September to April. The seven night-
eight day itinerary includes New Delhi - Jaipur- Sawai Madhopur 
- Chittaurgarh - Udaipur - Jaisalmer - Jodhpur - Bharatpur - Agra-New 
Delhi.
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DECCAN ODYSSEY
 Deccan Odyssey luxury train is one of the ambitious projects of 
the Indian Railway and Maharashtra State. It is a joint venture between 
Indian Railways and Government of Maharashtra. The objective of 
running “The Deccan Odyssey” train is primarily to showcase the best 
of tourism assets of Maharashtra and India.

Saloons
 The Deccan Odyssey has 21 coaches, out of which 12 are passenger 
cars and others are Public Coaches. Out of these 10 Deluxe Passenger cars 
have 4 self contained coupes accommodating 8 pax and 2 Suite cars having 
two suites in each coach can accommodate 4 pax in each. 1 Conference 
Car, 2 Dinning Cars, 2 Generator Cars with Luggage Store, 2 Staff spare 
Car,	1	Spa	Car,	1	Bar	Car.	The	train	has	on-board	facilities	like	T.V.,	Cable	
connection with central audio disc player, cell phones, Channel Music, 
Foreign exchange facilities etc. The present capacity of the train is 88 pax. 

Itinerary
 Every year train operates between October to April. It operates on 
a number of itineraries.

Interior view of Deccan Odyssey
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GOLDEN CHARIOT

 The train, named after the famous Stone Chariot in Hampi, a 
world heritage site, in Southern India was launched in March 2008. It 
comprises 18 thematically designed coaches having passengers Saloons, 
Restaurants, Bar, Gym, Ayurvedic Centre, Business Centre, etc. with 
all modern amenities. Its itinerary covers timeless Historical Heritage 
Sites, Resplendent places, Wildlife and Golden beaches.

ITINERARY 1

 Bangalore- Mysore - Hassan- Hospet – Badami - Goa- Bangalore.

ITINERARY 2

 Bangalore – Chennai – Pondicherry - Thanjavur - Madurai 
–Trivandrum – Alleppey – Ernakulam - Bangalore

A panoramic view of Golden Chariot Train
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ROYAL RAjASTHAN ON WHEELS
 Indian Railways has introduced Royal Rajasthan-on-Wheels 
in collaboration with Rajasthan Tourism Development Corporation 
(RTDC) during January 2009 with upgraded facilities. The upgraded 
version from Palace-on-Wheels has more luxurious comfort having 
only 3 cabins in each coach while the super deluxe coach has 2 coupes 
designed elegantly.

Itinerary:

 New Delhi – Jodhpur- Udaipur – Chittorgarh - Sawai Madhopur 
–	Jaipur	–	Khajuraho	–	Varanasi	-	Agra	–New	Delhi

MAHARAjAS’ ExPRESS

 A luxury tourist train, Maharajas’ Express in association with 
IRCTC has been introduced in March 2010. The Maharajas’ Express is 
a top end luxury offering from Indian Railways and IRCTC. The train 

A view of Maharaja Express
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operates on a number of PAN India itineraries. The train consists of 23 
coaches. Maharajas’ Express is a fully air-conditioned train consisting of 
15 passenger coaches providing four classes of accommodation namely 
deluxe rooms, junior suites, suites and presidential suites equipped with 
latest amenities and comforts for a lifetime journey. Other facilities 
include	2	fine	restaurants,	a	bar	car,	a	conference	cum	observatory	car	
and a kitchen car.

 A design marvel, the train offers several unique features from 
having most spacious cabins to having personal valets attached 
to each cabin to take care of the guests. State of the art facilities 
like	live	TV,	Wi-Fi	internet,	individual	temperature	control	in	each	
cabin,	 environment	 friendly	 toilet	 systems,	 CCTV	 cameras	 in	
public areas to ensure security, direct dialing telephones to make 
international calls, make the experiences all the more enjoyable. 
With hair dryers, electronic safe deposit boxes in each room, bath 
tubs and mini bars (in suites and presidential suite), the train offers 
almost everything that one would to travel in luxury. It operates on 
5 different itineraries.

BUDDHIST SPECIAL TRAIN

 The Buddhist Circuit Special Train (Mahaparinirvan Express) 
comprises of air conditioned coaches. It offers an all inclusive 7 nights 
/ 8 days package covering major destinations related to the life of Lord 
Buddha and also includes hotel stay and local sightseeing. The itinerary 
starts from and terminates at New Delhi and covers Bodhgaya, Rajgir, 
Nalanda,	Varanasi,	Sarnath,	Kushinagar,	Lumbini,	Sravasti	&	Agra.	It	
operates from Delhi during October to March every Year.

BHARAT DARSHAN TRAINS
 A special train to enable common man to visit the places of Tourism 
/ Religious / Historical importance in the country at an affordable price 
was operationalized in 2005. The packages include rail bookings, meals, 
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and sight-seeing at economical rates and provide a single window 
service for the tourists. This train is managed by IRCTC. The total cost 
to the common man / tourist does not exceed ` 800/- per day for all the 
services including the train journey.

PILGRIM TRAINS
 It has been announced in the Railway Budget 2014-15 to run tourist 
trains on special Pilgrim Circuits like Devi circuit, Jyotirling circuit, 
Jain	circuit,	Christian	circuit,	Muslim/Sufi	circuit,	Sikh	circuit,	Buddhist	
circuit, Famous Temple circuit etc. The train will comprise Sleeper, 
3AC and 2AC coaches. The packages will include train journey, local 
transport, meals, accommodation, and sight-seeing / Darshan, guides 
etc. The introductory fare are ̀  910/-, ̀  1970/- and ̀  2,650/- for Sleeper 
Class, 3AC and 2AC classes respectively. These trains started operation 
on 25.10.2014. Itinerary of these trains are decided by IRCTC from 
time to time.

FAIRY QUEEN/STEAM TRAIN
 In 1855, the Fairy Queen rolled out of the erstwhile East Indian 
Railway.		For	the	first	time	after	1908,	the	Fairy	Queen	rolled	again	on	
February 1, 1997 from Delhi to Alwar. The steam engine has the oldest 
working	engine	in	the	world.		It	finds	a	place	in	the	Guinness	Book	of	
World Records and also got the National Tourism Award. The steam train 
service is being continued with another steam loco. It runs on every 2nd 
and 4th Saturday for a two-day trip from Delhi to Alwar and back during 
October/November – February/March every year. It offers 1N/2D all 
inclusive package at ` 12,375/- besides one way journey with/without 
sightseeing. It operates in association with RTDC and IRCTC.

TOUR PACKAGES
 Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) has 
developed around 167 tour packages for destinations all over the 
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country.	The	package	include	confirmed	rail	bookings,	road	transfers,	
hotel accommodation, meals as well as sightseeing at an economical 
rate and provide single window services for tourists.  Seats on various 
trains are offered to IRCTC for developing tour packages.

INDRAIL  PASSES
 To explore the splendour of multi-faceted India, Indrail Passes 
provide excellent value for money and enhance the charm of holidays 
for visitors from abroad. Indrail Passes (IRP) offer visitors on a budget, 
the facility of travel as they like over the entire Indian Railway system, 
without any route restrictions within the period of validity of the pass. 
These passes can only be purchased by foreign nationals and NRIs on 
payment in US Dollar, Pound Sterling and other convertible foreign 
currencies. Payment can also be made in Indian Rupees. The pass 
holder is not required to pay any reservation fee, super fast charges 
or surcharge for the journey. The Indrail Passes have now been made 
more attractive for transit and short stay visitors. The passes are now 
also available for half day, two days and four days also for the facility 
of	visitors	arriving	by	international	flights	and	visiting	only	one	or	two	
connecting destinations. Indrail Passes are sold through General Sales 
Agents abroad in selected countries. In India, Indrail Passes are available 
for sale in Tourist Bureaus at major Railway Stations.




