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Security

The Railway Protection Force (RPF) is an ‘Armed Force 
of the Union’ constituted under the RPF Act, 1957 for better 
protection and security of railway property, passenger areas 
and passengers and matters connected therewith. The Force is 
empowered under the ‘Railways Act, 1989’ to deal with offences 
related to alarm chain pulling, roof traveling, touting, ticketless 
travel, unauthorized entry into coaches earmarked for ladies, 
unauthorized vending, trespass etc. and under the ‘Railway 
Property (Unlawful Possession) Act 1966’ to deal with offences 
related to theft, dishonest misappropriation and unlawful 
possession of railway property. 

Sanctioned strength of the RPF is 75,704. The 
administrative set-up of the Railway Protection Force is as 
per the administrative set-up of the Indian Railways. Twelve 
(12) battalions of “Railway Protection Special Force” (RPSF), 
located in different parts of the country, also function under the 
Force for further strengthening of railway security. Three more 
Battalions of RPSF, including one Mahila Battalion, are under 
the process of being set up. Separate specialized intelligence 
units in the name of Special Intelligence Branch (SIB) and Crime 
Intelligence Branch (CIB) also function from Divisions as well as 
Head Quarters of the Zonal Railways for collection of special 
and criminal intelligence. Besides the above, Stores, Dog Squad 
and Band are other constituent units of the Force at Divisions 
and Head Quarters of the Zonal Railways. 

Policing on the Railways is the constitutional responsibility 
of States. State Police have a separate wing in the name of 
Government Railway Police (GRP) for the registration of crimes, 
their investigation and maintenance of peace and order within 
railway premises as well as running trains. 50% of the cost on 
GRPs is shared by the Railways with respective States. Besides 
GRP, concerned District Police is responsible for protection and 
security of railway tracks, bridges and tunnels.

Measures initiated by the RPF for security of passengers 
and passenger area

Escorting of about 1,275 important Mail/Express trains  y
daily in addition to escorting of 2,200 important Mail/
Express trains by the GRP personnel. Track Patrolling

CCTV control room-South Central Railway
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RPF Escorting trains and ensuring security 
to passengers

Ensuring security - checking the baggages 
of passengers

Escorting of ladies compartments of suburban trains during  y
night hours in coordination with GRP staff.

Access control at important railway stations.  y

Keeping vigil at station platforms, yards and circulating  y
areas against antisocial elements and surveillance through 
CCTV cameras from control rooms. 

Prosecution of offenders for unauthorized vending/ y
hawking, entry into ladies and reserved compartments, 
touting of tickets, trespassing, roof travelling, alarm chain 
pulling etc. under relevant provisions of the Railways Act. 
Performance of RPF under the provisions of the Railways 
Act during last two years is as under:

Year No. of persons 
prosecuted

(in lakh)

No. of persons 
convicted
(in lakh)

Amount of fine 
realized

(` in crore)
2012-13 16.56 15.62 42.12
2013-14 20.26 19.68 53.09

Detection of passenger related crime, arrest of criminals and  y
handing over to GRP for further legal action. Performance 
of RPF in detection of IPC offences during the years 2013 
and 2014 (upto June 2014) is as under:

Nature of offence No. of cases 
detected

Arrests made

Drugging 149 166
Luggage lifting 330 391
Carrying of illegal arms 34 39
Chain snatching 85 102
Pick-pocketing 293 354
Trafficking of contraband goods 531 288
Cases of offences against women 117 121
Other criminal offences 388 501
Minor girls and boys rescued 6,747

RPF/RPSF personnel have been deployed in vulnerable  y
sections, naxal affected areas and northeast region to 
ensure smooth transportation of goods and passengers and 
to secure Railways during bandh, dharna, agitation etc. 

Liaison/Coordination has been maintained with GRP/ y
State Police/Central Intelligence Agencies to strengthen 
railway security. 

Protection and security of railway property

Since the year 1966, RPF is prosecuting offenders under 
relevant provisions of the ‘Railway Property (Unlawful Possession) 
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Eyes for details - not leaving out even little 
ones.  Women RPF personnel rescue lost 
and abandoned children

Act, 1966’ for unlawful possession of the railway property. This 
Act has been amended in the year 2012 and ambit of penal 
sections has been widened. Performance of the RPF, under the 
RP (UP) Act 1966, during last two years is as under:

Year No. of cases 
detected under the 

RP (UP) Act

Value of property 
recovered

 (` in crore)

No. of persons 
arrested

2012-13 5,811 4.06 6,967

2013-14 5,496 3.81 6,550

Training

At present 13 Training Centers and one Central Training 
Institute (CTI) are catering to the training needs of RPF 
personnel. Specialized training/courses are also conducted 
for RPF Officers and staff at training institutes of other CPOs, 
CBI etc. RPF personnel are also undergoing training as per the 
training schedule chalked out by BPR&D for Police/Central 
Armed Police Force. 

RPF at overseas

Railway Protection Force(RPF) forms part of the Security  y
Division of International Union of Railways (UIC), Paris, 
France, as representative of Indian Railways for coordination 
with security agencies engaged in railway security in the 
member countries. Currently DG/RPF is holding the charge 
of Chairman of the UIC security platform. 

RPF personnel are also working overseas under the aegis 
of UN peace keeping missions in countries like Kosovo, Sudan, 
Cyprus etc. They are also rendering invaluable services at Indian 
Missions abroad under the Ministry of External Affairs in China, 
Russia, Bangladesh, Kenya among other countries. 

Meritorious Service

63 RPF/RPSF personnel have been awarded Police Medals 
for distinguished and meritorious services by the President of 
India in the year 2013 and 2014. 

Initiatives for Improved Security Environment over Indian 
Railways 

To enhance representation of women in RPF and to  y
strengthen women security, it has been decided to create Security Checking at Guwahati station



98 INDIAN RAILWAYS ANNuAL REpORT AND ACCOuNTS 2013-14

RPF Dog Squad

4,000 additional posts in RPF to be filled by women 
candidates. Proposal has already been forwarded to 
Ministry of Finance for approval.

CUG SIM facility has been extended to RPF Train escorts  y
and 4,000 CUG SIMs have been sanctioned for zonal 
railways for the use of RPF escorting parties so that 
assistance may be rendered to passengers on real time 
basis. 

All India RPF Security Helpline System to provide round  y
the clock security related assistance to passengers, through 
a common helpline number (1322) has become functional 
through Security Control Rooms of zonal railways. 

All the RPF Posts of Central and Western Railways  y
alongwith Security Control Rooms of all the zonal railways 
have been networked with successful implementation of 
pilot scheme under “Networking Project”. Networking 
project envisages speedy dissemination of information, 
data and feedback from the field upto the Ministry of 
Railways. Roll-out phase of networking project to cover all 
the RPF Posts over Indian Railways has been sanctioned 
in 2014-15.

Security checking at Guwahati Station


