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Security

By the recent amendments of the Railway Protection Force Act,
1957 and the Railways Act, 1989, the Railway Protection Force
(RPF) has been given the additional responsibility of providing
protection against minor offences to railway passengers in railway
premises with a view to supplementing the efforts of the State
police in controlling crime on the Railways.

Security measures have been strengthened by RPF in station
premises/trains over IR in view of recent terrorist strikes. Round the
clock vigil is being kept besides effectively controlling crowds at
stations  to minimize the possibility of any untoward incident.

On an average, 1,390 trains are being escorted by RPF.  A total
of 19.16 lakh offenders have  been prosecuted under various sections
of the Railways Act besides realizing Rs.38 crore as fine since the
amendments of the Railways Act and the RPF Act. In addition, 174
cases of drugging, 343 cases of luggage lifting, 101 cases of carrying
illegal arms, 111 cases of chain snatching, 96 cases of  pickpocketing,
683 cases of trafficking of contraband goods, 32 cases of offences
against women and 473 cases of other criminal offences were detected
by RPF. Also, 1,121 minor girls and boys (destitutes) were also
rescued and restored to their parents or various Non-Governmental
Organizations (NGOs).

Special care has been taken by the Railways to provide security to
women passengers by deploying special women squads.

Since handing over the recruitment process to the Departmental
Committee of RPF Officers, nearly 10,000 vacancies of constables
in RPF/RPSF have been filled up.  Another 1,200 vacancies of
constables have been filled up through special recruitment drive
launched for Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribe, Other Backward
Classes and Ex-Servicemen categories.

Comparative position of crime against railway property and
performance under the Railways Act during 2005-06 vis-à-vis
2004-05, is as follows:

Year/Type No. of cases No. of persons Value of property
registered arrested (Rs. in lakh)

Stolen Recovered

Railway materials
and fittings

2004-05 10,428 8,889 470.89 350.67

2005-06 9,802 10,956 346.85 246.05

Booked consignments

2004-05 2,428 1,451 158.25 74.24

2005-06                  2,219 1,317 167.71 57.41


