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Preserving IR’s Heritage

The National Rail Museum was set up at New Delhi in Febuary 1977
to preserve for future generations the absorbing and colourful account
of the evolution of IR - its rich heritage and long history - starting from
a modest beginning in April 1853 to the present day when it has grown
to a  gigantic network reaching  out to every corner of the country.

The display area  has a rich collection of  real-life exhibits  consisting
of vintage steam, diesel and electric locomotives, coaches and wagons
dating as far back  as 1855. The collection includes the beautiful ‘Fairy
Queen’ steam locomotive of 1855 (entered in the ‘Guinness Book of
World Records’ as the oldest steam locomotive still  in working order),
steam locomotive ‘Ramgotty’ of 1862, priceless saloons of royalty, the
unique ‘Patiala State Monorail Train’ of 1907, a ‘Fireless Locomotive’
and the ‘Morris Fire Engine’ of 1914 which has a number of vintage
trophies to  its credit. The indoor gallery has a vast collection of  working

Patiala State Mono Rail Train (1907)
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and stationary models, miniature train systems and several railway
equipment of historical importance. The Rail Archives of the Museum
has a vast collection of documents on  Railways, some of which are as
old as 150 years. The video library  with a range of exciting films is also
widely appreciated. The Museum is also equipped with multi-media
kiosks, joy-train/monorail train rides, rafting/boating, island cafeteria
and special  facilities for the physically handicapped visitors. A visit to
the  Museum promises to be stimulating, enlightening and entertaining
to all age groups.

The Souvenir Shop at the Museum has a good collection of attractive
souvenir items. The Museum is a very popular attraction in the capital
city getting an average of about 1,000 visitors a day. The Museum is
accessible on the Internet through www.railmuseum.org.

A state-of-the-art ‘Rail Auditorium’ with a capacity of 194 seats and
having facilities for holding conferences, film projections and stage
shows was inaugurated in the Museum premises in June 2003.

The IR is also taking initiatives on heritage railway projects such as
the Fairy Queen, Darjeeling Himalayan Railway, Mumbai C.S.T.
Building (earlier Bombay V.T.), Nilgiri Mountain Railway etc. dating
over 100 years back. Considering the heritage value of various
structures, bridges, rolling stock, plants and machinery, documents,
etc. and to maintain, preserve and monitor the progress on various
Zonal Railways, an apex committee known as Heritage Committee
has been formed under the Chairmanship of the Secretary, Railway
Board. The Zonal Railways are expected to form a small core group for
preservation and maintenance of the identified structures, etc. which
are of heritage value.

Besides the National Rail Museum at New Delhi, IR has Regional
Rail Museums at  Nagpur and Chennai and mini museums at Mysore
and Ghum (near Darjeeling).

This year, a “Heritage Cell” has been established at Railway Board,
headed by the Executive Director (Heritage) to look after all the aspects
of the heritage of IR.


