
75INDIAN RAILWAYS ANNUAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS 2004-05

Low interest rate regime and liquidity in the market is offering right
opportunity to RVNL to build infrastructure at low cost.

During the year, RVNL set up joint venture SPVs like Kutch Railway
Company Ltd. (KRC) and Hassan Mangalore Rail Development
Company Ltd. (HMRDC). KRC was set up as a public-private
partnership venture involving Gujarat Adani Port Ltd., Kandla Port Trust
and Govt. of Gujarat  to implement Gandhidham-Palanpur gauge
conversion project. Similarly, HMRDC has implemented Hassan-
Mangalore gauge conversion project.

PIPAVAV RAILWAY CORPORATION LIMITED (PRCL)
PRCL, a joint venture company of Ministry of Railways and Gujarat

Pipavav Port Ltd., (GPPL) with equal equity participation has been
formed to execute the Surendranagar-Rajula-Pipavav Port gauge
conversion/new line project.  This is the first railway infrastructure
executed through private sector participation.

 The project line was commissioned in March, 2003 for freight
operation. During the year, PRCL handled 732 trains including 633
container trains and transported 0.88 million tonnes of cargo yielding
apportioned earning of Rs.9.30 crore from freight operation. PRCL
also operated 9 pairs of passenger services on different sections of
Pipavav Railway.

A view of rail line of Pipavav Railway

Advisory Boards
Central Board of Railway Research

The Central Board of Railway Research comprises Director-General,
RDSO as Chairman, concerned senior officers of Railway Board as
Members and Additional DG, RDSO as Member Secretary.
Representation is also given to non-railway members from the IITs,
eminent scientists, engineers, other Government departments,
Industry,etc. The Board  recommends and reviews Railways’ research
programmes and also ensures co-ordination and assistance from other
research laboratories.

Railway Hindi Salahakar Samiti
The Railway Hindi Salahakar Samiti is constituted in the Ministry

on matters  relating to progressive use of Hindi for official purposes.

National Railway Users’ Consultative Council, Zonal/Divisional
Railway Users’ Consultative Committees, etc.

The Committees at different levels provide opportunities for
consultation between the management and the rail users.  ZRUCCs
and DRUCCs have been reconstituted for a two-year term w.e.f.
1.8.2004 and NRUCC also for a two year term w.e.f. 1.11.2004. The
Suburban Railway Users’ Consultative Committees and Station
Consultative Committees at important stations also provide useful
inputs.


