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WESTERN RAILWAY – DAHOD 
 
VITAL STATISTICS 
 

1. Sanctioned Strength 2332 
2. On Roll Strength 2129 
3. No. of Officers 12 
4. No. of Supervisors 153 
5. Total Area 274261.96 sq.m. 
6. Covered Area 55246 sq.m. 
7. Township Area 800 acre 
8. Power Consumption 230929 units/month 
9. Water Consumption 3300 KL/month 
10. Annual Budget Rs.225 Cr. 

 

MAIN ACTIVITIES 
 

S/N. Activities Outturn 09-10 Target 10-11 
1. BG Wagon Rebuilding 708 720 
2. BG Elect. Loco POH  62 54 
3. BG EMU POH 130 108 

 
BRIEF HISTORY OF DAHOD WORKSKHOP 
 
Legendary Gujarati poet Nanha christened this place ‘Do-had’ signifying border 
between Gujarat and Malwa. In course of time, the name got transformed to 
‘Dahod’ from 1093.  Mughal Emperor Jehangeer came to Gujarat in 1618. His son 
Emperor Aurangzeb was also born here. 
 
Ten years ago, a separate district named ‘Dahod’ was carved out of Panchmahal 
district. Largely inhabited by tribals, it is a border district of Gujarat sharing 
boundaries with Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan. Consequently, it boasts of a 
rich mix of different cultures. Dahod is also a major tracing centre for food 
grains. 
 
Originally, the workshop at Lower Parel (Bombay) was catering to the 
requirement of POH of locomotives, passenger carriages and freight cars of then 
Bombay, Baroda and Central India (BB&CI) Railway. With the increase in the 
train services, Lower Parel workshop was not able to cope with the arising of all 
the three types of rolling stock. Therefore, it was decided to shift locomotive 
POH activity from Lower Parel to some other place. 
 
Dahod was selected for construction of POH workshop for steam locomotive fleet 
because of its pleasant weather, availability of cheap land and sincere 
workforce. Dahod is also ideally situated mid-way between Bombay and Delhi, 
the main route of BB&CI Railway broad gauge system. Initially trained staff was 
transferred from Parel to Dahod. A full fledged colony was constructed for 
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accommodating full strength of staff. Mr. Hendree Freeland established the 
colony that is named after him as Freelandganj. 
The foundation of Locomotive workshop, Dahod was laid by Sir Clement Hindlay 
Kt, then Chief Commissioner of Railways (India), on 14th January 1926. It took 
about 4 years to complete the construction of the workshop and a steam 
powerhouse attached to the workshop, the office complex and staff amenities 
like colony, main hospital, area health units, railway institutes etc.  Scarcity of 
water was one of the daunting problems faced during construction as well as 
later for use in the workshop, colony and railway station etc.  An earthen dam 
was constructed across the Kali river, about 11 kms. from Dahod Railway station 
to store the rainwater. A self-contained electrical workshop was also set up along 
with the main mechanical workshop for undertaking repairs to motors, 
transformers, refrigerators, air-conditioners and pump sets etc. not only for 
Dahod but for whole of the then BB&CI Railway’s broad gauge area.  Finally, the 
workshop started functioning in the year 1931. 
 
The workshop has a versatile layout enabling it to tackle any type of engineering 
assignment. This workshop was indeed utilized for production of armament 
during the second World War from October 1941 to August 1943 suspending 
locomotive repair activities, steam locomotive repair activities of BB&CI Railway 
were entrusted to GIP Railway’s workshop at Parel (Bombay) during War. 
 
Electric Loco Rehabilitation Project 

Railway reforms committee had recommended that mid-life rebuilding of rolling 
stock should be undertaken in specialized Railway workshops.  Following this 
Railway Board appointed a survey committee comprising three heads of 
department from Electrical, Mechanical and Accounts departments. This 
Committee, in its report of August 1988, recommended Dahod workshop for 
setting up facility of Mid-term Rehabilitation (MTR) of AC locomotives. 
 
The work of setting up facilities for MTR was initially sanctioned at a cost of Rs.20 
Cr. in 1991-92. A scaled down estimate of Rs.15.77 Cr. chargeable to Capital 
Fund was sanctioned in May 1997. The project was completed in 2001-02. 
 
The facilities created remain short of requirement in respect of berthing 
capacity, storage space and plant and machinery.  Therefore, there is a need to 
augment the infrastructure to achieve the originally conceived level of outturn of 
54 AC locomotives every year. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


