
 

[The British were great institution makers. They completely involved 

themselves in institution building, thought deeply and deliberated 

intensively to the minutest of the details and also legislated them. They 

have been reputed chroniclers displaying their sense and respect for 

History. Col. G F Wilson, Royal Engineer, Director of Railway Traffic and 

the ex –officio President of the last Railway Conference convened by the 

Govt in 1903, while opening the proceedings , also spoke of the desired 

qualities of the permanent officials – President or Secretary General - of 

IRCA.  

President Sir Hugh Hannay of East Indian Railway, in his closing address 

to 1933 Session of the Conference, made following remarks  with regard 

to  Mr. C. V. Bliss, then the Secretary General’s, retirement, 

 

 ‘at this moment we should not forget those wise predecessors 

of ours, to whom our thanks are primarily due for having 

selected a young man who was destined to carry on year after 

year with an efficiency and amiability that we came to take for 

granted.  It is, however, not till one become President of the 

Association that one is in a position to realize fully Mr. Bliss’s 

true value.  Then indeed he is in every sense a guide, 

philosopher and friend and very soon the keenest President, 

independent through he may wish to be, realizes that as 

regards a very great deal of the work the wisest thing to do is to 

say to him ‘Carry on Sergeant Major.’ – Sudhendu J. Sinha IRTS 

Secretary General / IRCA]  

_________ 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Desired Qualities of the officials of IRCA 

[ as outlined by Col. G. F. WILSON, Royal Engineer, Director 

of Railway Traffic and the ex – officio President of the last 
Railway Conference convened by the Govt. (1903) ] 
 

1. A man of extensive and exceptional knowledge. 

2. Enjoys the fullest confidence of everyone. 

3. Ability to prepare cases, collect opinions and report 

decisions. 
 

4. Constantly looks after the interests of Indian 

Railways.  

5. Endeavours to get all disabilities removed, whether 

caused by actions of Govt. or local bodies, law courts 

or municipalities. 
 

6. Develops the Association as a power that it cannot 

be ignored. 
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